
Somalia Loses a National Hero 

The Somali people are mourning the death of a statesman, Col. Abdullahi Ahmed Yusuf, the first 

president of the Puntland State of Somalia and ex-president of the Transitional Federal government.  

History has put a mournful seal on the great achievements of this national hero who devoted his time 

and effort to the salvation of Somalia, braving many dangers, taking rough paths if the situation 

demanded to realize his vision and goals on putting Somalia’s rough political ride back on track. He has 

not been deterred by the long prison terms in many different places and circumstances, assassination 

attempts and political sabotaging of his struggle.  

Confidence, dedication, intransigence steadfastness and determination were the hallmarks of 

his personality. This was reflected on the history of his struggle throughout. 

In his most recent struggle, President Abdullahi A. Yusuf established Puntland as the first Somali 

federal state that served as the platform for Somali reconstitution following the destructive civil war. He 

sought the Somali Presidency in an internationally-sponsored Somali reconciliation talks in Kenya in 

2004.  He has not been willing to compromise on his firm believe that Somalia salvation is doable 

despite the odds. This understanding made him win the post in a landslide victory.  In spite of the strong 

international conspiracy undermining his efforts to put Somalia back on track, his term in office laid the 

foundation for a semblance of law and order in Mogadishu, the seat of the government, freeing it from 

the grip of warlords and deviant groups. He resigned from this post in 2009 following intense 

international pressure eager to remove him in line with their vested interest, coupled with deteriorating 

health of the President. 

  He is honoured posthumously by the Somali mainstream and was given a state honor and 

funeral in both Mogadishu and in Galkaio, Puntland. His funeral brought together both his supporters 

and his political adversaries united on one purpose - to offer honor the deceased President deserves. 

The remarkable legacies his departed soul leaves behind that can be learned from his long struggle 

are:  

1. That victory belongs to the most tenacious and persistent. President Ahmed’s tenaciousness 

earned him the name, ma-hare (the defeat-defier). 

2. That honesty, statesmanship and dedication pays off in politics at last; even if it remains 

counterproductive in one’s life time, it will pay off at least posthumously. 

3. For any statesman, saboteurs and subversion are unavoidable but persistence is the antidote 

that will counteract these subversive acts in the end.  

The Somali patriots seem to be chorusing this eulogy: 

Oow, President Ahmed, time has come to rest in peace 
And get relief from the burning desire and tease 
of putting our cracking house in order and in one piece  
Your struggle will not come to an end and cease 
Other heroes will step into your shoes and extend the lease. 
May Allah bless your soul with an eternal bliss! 
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