
‘Is there law as such in Somalia 
other than a jungle law?’ The new 
government elected towards the 
end of 2012, following the road 
map, is fast losing track and is not 
only being blamed for many 
security lapses in Mogadishu, but 
also sidestepping on the 
constitution and turning a blind eye 
on the excesses  committed by its 
security wing and the warlords.   
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Despite the assumption that Al-Shabab extremists are 
dissipating, a new mendacious government claims to be in charge 
and the contention that law and order is returning to Somalia, one 
wonders ‘Is there law as such in Somalia other than a jungle law?’ 
The new government elected towards the end of 2012, following 
the road map, is fast losing track and is not only being blamed for 
many security lapses in Mogadishu, but also turning a blind eye on 
the excesses  committed by its security wing, old and up-and-
coming warlords.  If justice were personified, it would have been 
characterized as a fugitive in Somalia. The new much applauded Somali government turned 
to be the custodian of injustice incarnated. 

 Arabs have a wise saying for this typically 
lopsided justice prevailing in Somalia in general 
and in Mogadishu in particular – haameehaa 
haarameehaa – the entrusted is biggest 
plunderer. The entrusted custodian of justice, 
mandated to keep law and order at least, is 
committing the biggest plunder ever in Somali 
history. A few recent incidents in Mogadishu, 
the capital city of Somalia, suffice to shed light 
on unfortunate situation. 

 

A woman was gang-raped by cadets of the so-called national the police, the supposed 
enforcers of law and order, in February this year. A journalist, Abdulaziz Ibrahim (Koronto), 
had interviewed the victim and exposed the Haramizing custodians of injustice. In an 
unwarranted reaction, both the woman victim and journalist had been snatched and put 
behind bars. The woman had been coerced to rescind police case and lie about it by 
admitting that her previous claim was all a lie.  She succumbed to the coercion. To cover up 
the case, the woman was sentenced to six months in prison by the court and the journalist 
was handed down one year in prison.  

Another worse incident took place last week in Mogadishu.  Five detainees in the main 
prison in Mogadishu were pulled out from their respective cells, summarily executed 
without any conviction and their corpses thrown in front of the houses of their respective 
immediate families.  



“These incidents can be given to one 
of two explanations: either the 
government is not in charge and is 
unaccountable for the actions of what 
the government likes to dub as the 
national police. Or the higher 
echelons of power are collaborators in 
the crimes and are characterized by 
the saying, Haameehaa 
Haarameehaa.” 

Still worse, on March 16th, the arms depot at the Presidential Palace was pillaged under 
the very noses of the president and his staff. It is now alleged that these very arms are 
displayed for sale in the main markets of the city. The cabinet had a meeting on these, but 
nothing substantial has been done so far. This comes at a time while the arms embargo on 
Somalia has been lifted by the Security Council in order to give an edge to so-called 
government troops against Al-Shabab terrorist group. The open arms sales are open for any 
buyer including Al-Shabab. 

These incidents can be given to one of 
two explanations: either the government 
is not in charge and is unaccountable for 
the actions of what the government likes 
to dub as ‘the national police.’ Or the 
higher echelons of power are 
collaborators in the crimes and are 
characterized by the saying, Haameehaa 
Haarameehaa.  

This gross miscarriage of justice did 
not only make the security situation very 
volatile but undermined the public 
confidence towards the government. Tensions created prompted clan-based call to arms. 

This shows that there is a long way ahead before a credible legitimate Somali 
government is achieved if at all it is achievable. The government’s conspiracy or its lack of 
action has already culminated in eroding any sympathy and credibility the Somali public had 
held towards the new government. This may precipitate on the international Community’s 
hinted alternative solution to the Somali problem in the last international conference on 
Somalia in London last year – putting the country under trusteeship. The formation of this 
government has been the last indigenous attempt to reclaim its lost glory and end the global 
security risk emanating from Somalia like terrorism spreading to the whole region, piracy 
blocking the international commercial sea lanes, the common human disasters prompted by 
the anarchy in Somalia. That dream is fast turning to be a fiasco. Contrary to its presumed 
mandate, the government is sidestepping the new constitution adopted and promoting all 
the ingredients for a further chaos and clan wars that will serve as foundation for the above 
negative trends.  



The current Somali administration’s 
failure calls to mind some pertinent 
questions: Are misdoings of the current 
Administration mortgaging the Somali 
sovereignty? Would the Security Council 
abandon its current resolution to lift the 
arms embargo on Somalia after it 
realizes that this step only contributes 
to the anarchy being re-ignited by the 
current administration in Mogadishu? 
Would the international community 
have any more interest in sponsoring 
any further reconciliation conference, 
following the history of reconciliation 
failures? 

The upcoming UK-sponsored conference on Somalia, scheduled in early May this year, in 
which international donor organizations will gather to discuss ways to prop up the Somali 
government, will bear no fruit as 
there is no efficient credible 
government in Somalia. Their efforts 
will go into the usual black hole. 
Somaliland has already taken a stand 
not to attend. Puntland is still 
watching and weighing options.  

The current Somali 
administration’s failure calls to mind 
some pertinent questions: Are 
misdoings of the current 
Administration mortgaging the Somali 
sovereignty? Would the Security 
Council abandon its imprudent 
current resolution to lift the arms 
embargo on Somalia after it realizes 
the incongruity that this step will only 
contributes to the anarchy being re-
ignited by the current administration 
in Mogadishu? Would the international community have any more interest in sponsoring 
any further reconciliation conference, following a history of reconciliation failures?  


