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Somalia: Yet Another Opportunity Wasted 
 

It was January, 2011 when Somalis had gathered for the 16
th

 

attempt to put their house in order with the backing of the 

international support. The then government led by President Sheikh 

Sharif Sheikh Ahmed and his Prime Minister Abdiweli Ali Gas had 

pushed for a new roadmap which resulted in an ad hoc handpicked 

parliamentarians and the election of the executive bodies of a new 

government. Most Somalis had shown a great deal of enthusiasm and 

hope that finally a government with some degree of legitimacy had 

been put in place by a parliament handpicked by the traditional clan 

elders. It had been presumed that the rein of the ailing nation was in safe hands that will put it 

back on course. 

However, this enthusiasm vanished fast like a foam blown by a breeze when the 

Somali mainstream realized that a clique with hypocritical motives no better than its 

predecessors assumed power through corruption and with the help of international aid money.  

The clique hails from Dam Jadid order, a splinter group of Islah Religious grouping. 

With that corterie’s leadership, Somalia has slipped out of a frying pan to a fire. Not only had 

Somalia’s high hopes ended in vain; not only had the prospects of Somali reconciliation 

evaporated into the thin air and been replaced by clan-charged hostilities; not only had state 

coffers been emptied and national funds been embezzled to an enormous degree that 

prompted the resignation of the then governor of Somali central bank, Yusur Abrar, who had 

resigned in protest had which, in turn, resulted in the international donors to revisit their 

commitment to support the new government; not only had clan militias been mobilized by top 

government officials stir trouble and burn down entire towns and villages; not only had the 

remedial federal constitution adopted in consensus by the Somali stakeholders  and widely 

accepted to be the magic potion  for Somalia’s ill been stalled and unconstitutionally 

tampered with, thereby prompting some firm-footed  and nascent federal states to openly 

declare that they withdrew their partnership and cooperation with Dam Jadid’s government 

and opted to withdraw support from Dam Jadid’s bankrupt unpatriotic policies; not only had 

institutionalized corruption paralyzed the functioning of government wings to the point that 

the relief aid for the displaced people in Mogadishu been waylaid and robbed by government 

officials. In a recent parliament motion adopted in April this year, to scrutinize the role of 

members of the cabinet in the general collapse, the Minister of Home Affairs, Abdullahi 

Godah Barre, confessed to parliament that the relief aid had been despoiled by top 

government officials. All these had rendered Somalia wandering away from the recovery path 

and shilly-shallying in the wilderness. 
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Fake Leadership, Daylight Robbery and blunder 

Rampant corruption became the order of the day in the main government institutions. 

In its Annual Report on Somalia (United Nations S/2013/413), the United Nations 

Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea issued on 12 July 2013 asserts “On average, at 

least 80 per cent of withdrawals from the Central Bank are made for private purposes and 

not for the running of Government, representing a patronage system and a set of social 

relations that defy the institutionalization of the state. The system of fadlan (please) in which 

key leaders authorize individual payments from public funds is fundamental to the 

distribution of resources within the sphere of Government and contradicts national budgets 

or structured spending for official bodies.”  The report mentions that 16.9 million transferred 

by PricewaterhouseCoopers, a fiduciary agent,  to the Central Bank, US$ 12 million could 

not be traced.   

 

Where did this endowment go? Has anyone questioned and scrutinized the fabulous 

mansions being bought with the Somali-intended aid fund in Kenya, Malaysia, Turkey and 

elsewhere by our so-called national leaders? This is the result of the share of the booty for 

those who had claimed that they had the skills and expertise to take Somalia out of the chasm 

its finds itself. What could be expected from a pack of wolves entrusted to take care of a herd 

of goats? This simile is better understood by one with nomadic background. These wolves in 

collusion with some dishonest aid peddlers forbid Somalia any chance of recovery. 
 

In a Somali fable, a tree being cut down glanced at the axe digging deep into its trunk 

with desperation and lamented, “You, axe blade! You wouldn’t have cut me down if part of 

me (the handle) were not part of you!” 

Analogically, Somali mainstream is in a position to lament that international 

conspiracies and their local agents could have been aborted if some lot (the handle) from 

within were not a constituent of the sharp international axe. These joint forces had made 

Somali stalemate to stagnate and war-weary Somalis to be perennial aid-dependent for a 

quarter of a century. Unfortunately, there is no avenue for quick exit if on-going parliament’s 

motion against the President and the cabinet on charges of dereliction of duty is not a show of 

the usual political gimmick to secure their part of the national carcass. 

 

Yet a Another Term to Perpetuate the Heist 

With all these fiascos and misgivings, the clique in power is now busy laying the 

foundation stone for winning a second term instead of listening to the voice of reason, 

rescinding power and saving Somalia from further deterioration. Two of the four-year term is 

slipping away with nothing but regression.  

Instead of focusing on the formidable task of making a difference in Somalia, the 

ruling Group is using their ill-gotten mandate to amass wealth that will guarantee them to buy 

out enough votes for a second term after August 2016. Reliable sources predict that the initial 

step in the Group’s ambition will be to put in place own judiciary headed by one of their men, 

presumably the current Minister of Justice - the kingmaker of Hassan’s presidency - who will 
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have the will and skill to legitimize Dam Jadid’s loot of power for another term. The 

judiciary branch of the government which had been shelved by the Group in power  for 

sinister motive was supposed to have the power to adjudicate any legal disagreement. 

In the light of parliament’s motion and calls of impeachment on May 5
th

, 2014, 

calling for president’s resignation, the Group’s ambitious plan is not going to be an easy ride. 

Parliamentarians listed the President’s colossal failures and the prevailing general stagnation. 

The parliament’s motion reflects on the general public sentiment. 

 

The Fate of Presumed Multi-Party System 

Paving the way for the pre-requisites for a democratic party-based process has been 

President Hassan’s campaign promise, but dereliction on his part is obvious. The laborious 

task of registration and census-taking has never been set in motion. This single initial step 

needs a minimum of two year and a lot of logistics, brainstorming and planning. Census-

taking also needs a safe and stable environment. Qualified election commission acceptable to 

all the stakeholders will be a hassle and is yet to be addressed. Despite the fact that The UN 

special envoy for Somalia, His Excellency Nickolas Kay, has shown some optimistic in his 

recent interview with Universal TV that this dream is attainable if President Hassan’s 

government acts fast now, promising signs of possible success are nowhere to be seen. 

Hassan’s government is not only hampering the prospects of the formation of federal states, 

but is sowing seeds of armed confrontations between different rival groups in a bid to 

sabotage efforts for the creation of federal states. A typical example is the situation  

prevailing in Bay and Bakol regions where rival groups both supported by Hassan’s 

government proclaimed different states – one consisting of three regions and the other 

comprising six regions including Jubbaland State, which had already been approved and 

recognized as a state of its own by Hassan’s government. If it were not the Ethiopian troops 

in Bay and Bakol, bloodshed would have ensued and Al-Shabab would have recaptured the 

area overnight.  

There’s hardly any confidence among Somalis that this democratization process will 

be achieved, unless the UN intervenes and assumes the responsibility to push for one-person-

one-vote election process without ifs and buts. This would have forbidden warlords, radical 

groups who had had the history of holding Somalia for ransom. 

 

International Community’s Involvement 

The involvement of the international community in the ailing nation’s affairs has had 

both negative and positive impact. On one hand, UNHCR and non-governmental relief 

organizations had a commendable task of relieving the suffering of the victims of both man-

made calamities and natural disasters. On the other hand, Somalia became the playground for 

clash of interests and conspiracy exploiting bad leadership existing in the country. Somalia’s sad 
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state has been perpetuated by concerted efforts of different groups with different 

nomenclatures  - military warlords, extremist groups with religious camouflage, incumbent 

political novices and myopic lot backed by anthropophagic so-called aid organizations and 

the neighboring countries which had stalled any way forward.  Somali has been an easy prey 

to the voracity of these parties with their diversity of interests and strategies. But Somalia’s 

worst enemy is its own bankrupt politicians lured by the left-overs of the hand-outs given in 

the name of international donor’s aid.  

The role of UNOSOM and countries contributing UNOSOM’s troops is questionable, 

too. UNOSOM peace-keeping troops have been around since 2004 and have made no much 

difference other than to fend off Al-Shabab’s onslaught from the incumbent governments in 

the Presidential Palace. Some urban centers were dislodged from Al-Shabab’s firm grip. This 

had no significant impact on overall the security and the livelihood of the residents of these 

cities as there is no indigenous plan which is capable of taking over. 

The UN has committed UNOSOM troops to keep law and order and a lot of resources 

which would have been used wisely and effectively is wasted on them. No genuine national 

army have been trained for future replacement of foreign troops.  

A Somali proverb says, a sick man will be reigned on by no less than hundred rulers. 

Somalia is sick and it is down with self-inflicted festering wounds. There are always some 

euthanizing international community members, raising tsetse flies and wolves to mercy-kill.  

If the international community really wanted to support Somalia put its house in order, it 

would have held these wolves and tsetse flies preying on Somalia to account for their crimes 

and brought to them the international Court of Justice instead of nurturing them with the aid 

money and with arms. 

 

Front Line State’s Unwise Meddling 

The neighbouring countries which pursued their vested interest in the Somali 

stalemate have their part to play. The majority of Somalis believe that Somalia’s neighbors 

have their own negative influence on the Somali stalemate which emanates from the 

traditional hostilities and concerns. Their approach is believed to be based on divide-and-rule 

policy. The interest of the frontline states lies in Somalia standing on its feet and being stable. 

Can the frontline states afford to pursue their agenda in driving wedges among the Somali 

stakeholders in an effort to later annex their chosen parts of Somalia or keep Somalia in the 

status quo? This is going to be a suicidal, taking into consideration that these annexations will 

only lead to destabilization of their own countries as these countries are susceptible to the 

same potential clan-based strife that Somalis might feed into. It is in the best interest of the 

whole east African Region to cooperate in the stabilization of the flashpoints of anarchy and 

lawlessness without any qualms and second thoughts. If one’s neighbour’s house is on fire, 

the possibility the adjacent neighbour might also catch fire. The Somali fire might spread to 

the whole region and their clear signs that spread of measures of containment is not taken. 
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Al-Shabab: Alive, Kicking and on the Prowl  

Al-Shabab, a terrorist group which has been the main pretext of the international 

involvement in Somali affaisr, lost the grace of the common Somali public, but still poses a 

threat as long as a functioning government and a genuine Somali national army is absent 

from the scene. No national plan for the formation of a national army has been explored, let 

alone implemented. Clan militias, which have more allegiance to their respective clans, are 

posed as a national army and cadets of the security apparatus and they are really part of the 

problem and the clan hostilities going on in many parts of the country. Because they are 

underpaid or unpaid, indisciplined and disoriented their services are available for sale to any 

freelance group no matter of that group’s political agenda. It is a daily occurrence that units 

of the so-called national army clash in one place or another with dozens of casualties. In fact, 

these militias are fighting for clan agenda or personal interest instead of a national one. Their 

weapons are always available for Al-Shabab and anyone who is ready to buy them. This is 

where the Security Council resolution erred in its resolution on March 4, 2013, lifting the 

arms embargo. In recent Parliament questioning of some cabinet members’ dereliction of 

duty, the Minister of National Security admitted to the parliament that there are open markets 

for arms sales in Mogadishu, the seat of the government.  

Apart from the negative international involvement in the Somali situation, the 

prevailing security situation is attributed partly to government’s incompetency and partly to 

the Security Council’s unwise resolution to lift the arms embargo and to allow the of training 

disorganized and undisciplined clan militias instead of genuine national army. 

 

Setting the Wheels of Democratic Journey in Motion 

Can the situation been reversed? If people with national vision and dedication, who 

have been in short supply so far, come to the scene and replace clan-lords, limelight seekers, 

voracious wealth seekers, Somali could have been saved. This is again not an easy task as 

such undertaking needs international sponsorship.  

It is understandable that post-civil-war stabilization is rough journey to embark on. As 

is common in the aftermath of clan-based strife, mistrust, suspicion, breach of contract and 

subsequent fragility of peace reconciliations are the common challenges.  To face these 

challenges, fair population count and registration preceding the general elections is the need 

of the hour. Since Somalis are not enough at present to implement them for obvious reasons, 

unbiased trustable international undertaking, arbitration and logistical support is essential. A 

system of election based on one-person-one-vote must be implemented or at least introduced. 

Not assuming this difficult task early enough will be a great setback for Somali stabilization.  

Can the current incumbent Somali Parliament which summoned ministers for 

questioning the current Minister of National Security to question him on the security lapse in 
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Mogadishu and its environs be taken seriously? The homicide killings had been 

commonplace and the recent spate of assassinations against MPs, traditional community 

leaders in quick succession and the burning of entire village by unity of clan militias under 

the pretext of fighting with Shabab sympathizers has been the signs of neglect of duty and 

gross human rights violation on part of the Hassan’s government and his cabinet. Due the 

lack of convincing reasoning on that general lapse of security and the overall political 

stagnation, MPs called dissatisfied with the situation and the general dissatisfaction led to the 

Parliament calling on the President Hassan to resign on his own or face impeachment motion. 

Almost half of the parliamentarians signed a petition in that connection. The question 

remains: Is the Parliament serious about the call? Or is it another common gimmick of 

securing the share of the booty?  
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