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Somalia Slipping into Bottomless Chasm 

In the light of the present situation where the warring factions 
with different names, colors and denominations are vying for power 
grab and influence, chances of putting Somalia back on track are 
getting dimmer. Somalia is on free fall to a bottomless chasm. 

The irreconcilable Transitional Federal Institutions (TFIs) and the 
extremist groups with different names and cloaks along with aid-
doling Nairobi-based organizations are in collusion in ending any hope 
resuscitation. 

 The TFIs foremen – the incompetent President and the crafty House Speaker – both 
mentored, indoctrinated and dictated by the aid-dispensers in Nairobi, Kenya, are at odds 
on a bitter power struggle. This neck-and-neck struggle is compounded by the expiry of 
the TFIs terms of mandate. The previously hand-picked and the bloated so-called 
parliamentarians, dubbed as TFP, are divided between the duo. 

The Speaker seems to have the upper hand in the dash for vote-buying among his House 
members. Consequently many MPs subscribe to the idea of extending the Parliament’s 
term and subjecting the Presidency and the Premiership to be contested. It is an open 
secret that the current Speaker is jockeying for the top post, the presidency and seeking 
international legitimization of coup d’états. The internal bickering among the TFIs 
culminated in the recent audience by UN’s Security Council and the Secretary-General, 
Ban Ki Moon, in Kenya, Nairobi. 

The supporters of the Speaker are trying to make their way to Nairobi and TFG’s 
Minister of Interior tried to ban them from traveling abroad in a bid to prevent them from 
toppling his government. It is an irony that the supposed legislators are held hostage and 
denied the freedom to travel by the same people they installed to lead in what likens the 
situation to the wisdom of the Somali adage, “It is no surprise that a devil can drag his 
own mother out in the cold and that such treatment befits the mother devil”. The MPs are 
‘house-arrested’ and humiliated by the same cabinet whose mandate they voted for just 
less than a year ago. 

The main obstacle to any endeavor to put Somalia back on the rails is the highly inflated, 
vote-peddling power brokers which call themselves "Transitional Federal Parliament 
(TFP)", comprising of former warlords, their cohorts and corrupt opportunists pursuing 
their vested personal interests in the present quagmire. Entrusting them with the 
legislative powers and country’s fate characterizes the traditional paradox of ‘loading 
ones carcass on hyena for transportation’ (Waraabe hilbo ku raro).  Legislative powers 
directly or indirectly sanctioned and invested upon by the international community are 
misplaced and loaded on the voracious and fraudulent hyena-like couriers. There is no 
hope that they will produce qualified political leadership which has the capacity to 
redeem Somalia out of the current predicament. The strife is more of an economical 
struggle than political, and as a consequence, the political progress is held hostage by this 
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strife. The burning desire is just nibble at the proceeds of the aid money acquired through 
corruption, vote-peddling or other art of deception. According to the article published by 
the Associated Press on May 4th, 2011, more than 70 million dollars donated by some 
Arab countries are embezzled by the TFG’s officials. The article says, “Associated Press 
investigation found that $80 million given to government officials that could have been 
used to fight terrorism, piracy or hunger is missing. The large cash payments are fueling 
Somalia’s 20-year-civil war by encouraging politicians to hang onto power while paying 
little attention to crucial needs.”  

The Security Council threatened that it will cut off any financial aid to Somalia if there is 
no political progress. That would have been a pleasance in disguise. It is this same aid 
that is the bone of contention holding back any quick solution to the Somali problem and 
perpetuating the current stalemate.  

Generally speaking, aid given to Somalia does more harm than good as evidenced by the 
quotes from AP article.  It doesn’t only fuel the 20-year old civil war. It creates 
dependence on the foreign aid and crippled Somalia’s renowned resilience capability and 
creativity inherited from their nomadic culture. Times have changed and we with time! 
The traditional lifestyle which fancied the locally abundant dairies like koumiss, the 
beestings and the butter milk of their livestock and the meat-based diet is fast being 
replaced by different adopted lifestyles in which one craves for the tasty succulent morsel 
of fast food and the pennies that enable one to afford this lifestyle. The easiest source of 
fast bucks (pennies) for today’s Somali politicians is from the international organizations 
doling out the donors’ handouts overstretched by bureaucrats’ logistical costs. This, in 
turn, created some sort of reliance on aid the handouts on the part of what was supposed 
to be the saviors of this unfortunate country in its sick bed.  

International development assistance would have been worthwhile if it had been confined 
to two sectors, namely, education development and reviving the infrastructure.  Both 
need a functioning government run by qualified people, not by intellectually and ethically 
bankrupt brokers of war of attrition.  

The more the current stalemate and desperation of the Somali public prevail, the more the 
extremists cash in on the situation and hijack the public sentiment. At least law and order 
prevails in those areas under their control. Of course, civic rights and personal freedom 
are compromised in their reign. A common Somali, however, reasons ‘isn’t the curtailing 
this freedom lesser evil than the displacement, looting, wanton killing, man-made famine 
and the general sense of uncertainty prompted by the con artists in the TFIs?” The 
dominant feeling is that the TFI pawns and Al-Shabab are in fact the six of one and half-
a-dozen of the other. They are both foreign-sponsored – Shabab by international 
extremists and TFIs and their partners by Nairobi-based aid-dispensing international 
organizations and the frontline states like Ethiopia, Djibouti and Kenya. The two 
antagonistic camps are regarded as evil entities by the Somali public. There is a pervasive 
belief among the Somalis that the foreign-sponsored talks of varying nomenclature and 
hidden agendas are futile exercise aimed at prolonging that status quo.  
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The actual executive body of the Somali affairs is the international organizations that 
dictate and manipulate any TFG pawns they set up, paving the way for the recurrent 
collisions and rifts, consequently frustrating any attempts to salvage Somalia from being 
stateless and chaotic.  

It has been a long-held belief that the Somali Diaspora communities would have been 
redeemers. The role of these communities has had both positive and negative aspects. At 
the social and economical levels, the remittance to their respective families had 
contributed to overall sustenance of the Somali society. In the political arena, however, 
their contributions had been negative often propping up or colluding with the destructive 
forces at work in Somalia for clannish or sectarian reason or in pursuance of their 
individual dreams to secure an access to the enticing national carcass. Their role 
replicates that of vultures hovering a way above the cadaver and waiting for a chance to 
land on the carcass and have their go on it. Many of them have resigned from the very 
idea of saving Somalia from itself for obvious reasons and remained silent spectators. 
Any enthusiasm for salvation is disenchanted by the realities on the ground till this 
enthusiasm gives way to hopelessness or even partisanship. The current cabinet which 
has been a Diaspora show is a typical example. Their presumed clean slates were being 
spoiled by situation till they became part of the problem.  

The term of all the TFIs is coming to an end with no progress; they got embroiled in the 
dispute between the Parliament speaker and the President, taking sides and adding their 
voice to those that negate any chance of re-election. After all, the current cabinet is from 
the Diaspora. In defiance of the Security Council’s instructions, the TFG is trying to 
unilateral own the election process and pave the way for its supremacy in a bitter power 
struggle by removing its potential opponents. A case in point is the removal of the 
Attorney General, Abdullahi Dahir Barre. In a cabinet meeting on May 29th, Mr. Barre 
was replaced with Abdulqadir Mohamed Muse. This is a clear evidence that the 
contention, the intransigence and political hijack has become the order of the day.  

The recent Security Council’s deliberation on Somalia produced no plausible conclusion.  
Mere recommendations and impractical guidelines were dictated – stop the TFI infighting 
and reconcile, shun any unilateral term extension and cooperate with the head of Nairobi-
based UN Office for Somalia, Dr Augustine Mahiga. These superficial instructions 
reflect on the UN’s marginalization and disowning of the pressing Somali mobocracy, 
and questions the Security Council’s anticipated concern and sincerity in seeking a way 
forward in the Somali stalemate. 

Correcting the situation doesn't demand mystical powers. The path to salvation is very 
simple and straightforward and would have been less costly than the foreign-held 
meetings in the name of Somali reconciliation which have been proven to be fruitless, 
unproductive, naïve, ill-informed of the dynamics of the Somali strife. An obvious 
approach would have Security Council monitored reconciliation meeting inside Somalia. 
Mainstream Somalis reached a stage where they view any foreign-sponsored gathering 
with derision, mistrust and an insult to their intelligence only promoting the interest of 
those who held Somalia for ransom. Any peace process should be owned by the 



Warsame’s Words 
 

4 
 

traditional Somali community elders who had had the history of being at the steering 
wheel of Somalia’s community-based division and who coxed their respective 
communities to harmonic co-existence in the framework of broader Somali communities. 
Their role is very crucial at least in the initial stages of Somali pacification. That will 
enable the Somalis regain the lost confidence in themselves, a kind of self-assurance 
devoid of any lure of the bait – the international financial aid. These community leaders 
would have appointed fewer Deputies chosen on solid grounds and criteria. 

Somalia’s pandemonium is fast spiraling out of control and in the light of Yemeni’s 
turmoil and the Arab uprising fast taking leaf out of Somalia’s book of clan strife and 
subsequent anarchy, the situation paves the way for a mammoth lapse of international 
peace and security and the closure of the international life lines of world trade. The 
Yemeni strife has all the hallmarks of degenerating into Somali-style clan affair and 
internecine war. If that prediction holds any truth, chaotic Somalia coupled by the 
Yemeni strife render the whole region insuperable piracy den and a safe haven for the 
international fugitives. The international community’s dilly-dally in getting solution for 
the Somali problem taunts the Security Council’s incompetence, negligence, lack of 
sincerity or even double standard. The Security Council should wake up to its 
responsibilities and play an active and fair role in making the world a safer place to live. 
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