
“The idea of importing 
more arms into Somalia 
or even thinking of the 
need to acquire them is 
next to insanity.” 

“The new arms will fall 
on hands of unintended 
groups like clan 
warlords, Al-Shabab 
extremists and freelance 
gangs that will hold 
Somalia for ransom for 
more decades to come.” 
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On March 4, 2013 the Security Council unanimously voted 
the lifting of arms embargo on Somalia imposed in 1992. The 
resolution was in response to the Somali President’s request. It was 
also pushed by the United States and other foreign stakeholders. 
The prime excuse for this wrong decision has been to empower the 
Somali government to rout the Al-Shabab extremist group. This 
excuse doesn’t hold any water. Unless there is hypocritical agenda 
behind the move and in pursuance of ultra plans on the part of the 
international community, there has never been any valid 
justification for the lifting the arms embargo on country still at war with itself.  

Firstly, Somali is awash with arms bequeathed 
from decades of East-West cold war era. Despite the 
fact that this large supply of arms, stockpiles of arms 
remain amassed and hidden in many arms depots by 
many clans. The idea of importing more arms into 
Somalia or even thinking of the need to acquire them 
is next to insanity. It reminds one of the legendary 
chump that couldn’t lift a big bundle of fire sticks in homeward errand and he asked for 
more to be added, lest the load will somehow be reduced.  

Secondly, new arms into Somalia will further impoverish the already bankrupt 
country and consume the scanty financial aid desperately needed to make ends meet. This 
will cost Somalia of the needed donor’s aid. Unless the aim of the Somali government is to 
covert these armaments into cash by selling to the public as this had happened when arms 
package sent by the United States to prop up 
President Sheikh Sharif. This package finally found its 
way to the arms markets in Somalia. The arms 
dealers coined in the new name, ‘Sheikh Sharif’- 
named after then President. Many Somalis are of the 
opinion that this step could be part of a secret 
agenda to put Somali under trusteeship.  

Thirdly, since there is no legitimate Somali 
national army that can handle these new armaments, 
the new arms will fall on hands of unintended groups 



like clan warlords, Al-Shabab extremists and freelance gangs that will hold Somalia for 
ransom for more decades to come. The professed Somalis army is nothing more than a 
hodgepodge of clan contingents that don’t have a central command and hostile to each 
other. Not only will the clan militias now dubbed as National armed lay hands on the arms 
and make use for their respective ends, but these arms will end in the hands of Al-Shabab. 

Fourthly, these arms might cause undue tension, suspicion and quest for deterrent 
military superiority in the neighboring countries. It will promote undue arms race for which 
fragile Somalia will be the only loser as it will cost it stronger interference which will 
jeopardize its quest for stabilization. 

Finally, this will lead to clan rivalry and stockpiling of the arms that is deadly enough 
to abort any endeavours to pacify Somalia. Unless President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud’s 
strategy is to arm his clan to enable them to subdue others in an attempt to establish a long 
lasting daynasty, there is no justification for demanding the lifting the arms embargo. 

The main beneficiaries of these arms are the manufacturers of these arms, which will 
siphon the donated monies and loans which put Somalia in unrecoverable situation, Al-
Shabab extremists and the freelance gangs who know no other trade other to use barrel of 
the gun to eke out a living. Any knowledgeable analyst will admit that this, in fact, will boost 
Al-Shabab’s capability  for the clan militias dubbed as ‘national army’ by the government 
can be turncoats that will serve as so-called national army in the daytime and Al-Shabab’s 
armed wing overnight. 

Seeking the end of the ban shows the government’s lack of national vision and the 
international community’s naiveness and lack of understanding of the priorities in bolstering 
Somalia’s efforts to stand up from the ashes of destruction.  

To sum up, this step by the Security Council is the biggest threat to any hopes of 
peaceful reconciliation in Somalia. The international proponents for the lifting of arms 
embargo are characterized by cynical or perhaps racist thinking of ‘giving a fool enough rope 
to hang himself’. 
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