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The much hyped current Somali government produced by 
heavily invested roadmap is yet another damn DAM for the wishful 
prospects of stable Somalia. It is a just another phase of failed 
historical attempts to tame the wild horse. 

DAM has been the catchword for the Group which had won 
the presidential race in late 2012, following the roadmap that had 
been prophesied to take Somalia out of miserable decades of 
anarchy. The DAM is derived from DAM-ALJADID (literally ‘the New 
Blood’), a name for splinter Group of Al-Islaah religious faction. Al-Islaah is a moderate 
religious sect which had denounced any violent approach to the solution of the Somali 
quandary in the past. This renegade Group is famed for its violent attitude towards the 
Somali impasse. The Group somehow succeeded in grabbing the reins of the country with 
the help and foreign sponsorship. No matter of its past history and its affiliations with 
foreign interest groups, it is evident that the splinter group’s misrule and lack of national 
vision will pave the way for a new round of anarchy that will spill ‘a new blood’.  

 This grab of power had a historical antecedent. Somalia ceased to be a viable state in 
late 1980s when the iron-fisted military regime led by General Mohamed Siad Barre lost 
teeth and was toppled by clan militias led by no clear strategy other than insular clannish 
sentiments. Since then, clan-based anarchy prevailed, prompting the country to slither 
down a bottomless abyss. Since then, warlords and clannish jingoes had held the hilt. 
Serious attempts for reconciliation had been aborted by these forces. So-called transitional 
governments sponsored by foreign interest groups had failed to surmount the political 
impediments. The international community which is to be blamed as of the problem had 
added fuel to fire by helping the status quo to prevail.  Since then, some regions had sought 
secession. Others had formed their semi-autonomous administrations. 

The so-called Somali Roadmap for normalization of Somalia sponsored by the United 
Nations Office for Somalia, UNPOS, had enlivened the hopes of putting Somalia back on 
track as a respectable member of the community of nations. The expectations of the Somali 
public that a representative government guided by rule of law and respect for the 
constitution adopted will finally hold the reins had been envisioned.  

Contrary to these prospects, the current DAM-led government has shown signs of 
sponsoring another chapter of recent history of mobocracy. It has started sidestepping the 
constitution, pursuing clan agenda instead of a national one. It is now being blamed on the 



renewed fighting in Jubbaland and Gedo regions after it had sent contradictory signals to 
efforts by the local people to form their local administrations for their own federal states. 
These efforts are now being questioned and hampered by same leaders who had taken oath 
to respect federalism and promote it.  The government’s double standard is in 
contravention to basic tenets of the adopted constitution. The President and his Prime 
Minister reiterated many a time that they were not happy with Jubbaland and Gedo 
meeting on establishment of a federal state. The President seems to be back tracking on the 
Federal constitution which has been prescribed as the only antidote to the twenty-year old 
Somali political labyrinth. This, in itself, is regarded as clan agenda perpetuated by the 
President and his Camp. 

This has created suspicion and mistrust that culminated in public disappointment 
and further qualms. 

Bay, Bakol and Lower Shabelle regions pose another bone of contention. The former 
Bay and Bakol administration, Abdifitaax Ibraahim Mohamed (Geesey) was forced out by 
Mogadishu appointing a new administrator, Abdi Aadan Hasow, instead. The 
unconstitutional interference raised tension in the area. 

Ten cabinet ministers had been agreed upon by the Dam Group and the Prime 
Minister and approved by the Parliament. They had been hand-picked on the basis of their 
supposed compliance to the dictates of the Group. The president openly said in the process 
of choosing a Prime Minister that he will choose a premier who will comply what I dictate 
and political confrontation will be a thing of the past. This paved the way for total usurp of 
power by the DAM. The efforts of the ministers were paralyzed by the President’s clique, 
hijacking the whole system. Only three ministers who are trusted by the DAM group were 
allowed to run their daily chores freely. The Minister of Interior, Abdikareem  Hussein 
Guled, a member of DAM group, the Deputy Prime Minister and the Foreign Affairs 
Minister, Fowzia Hagi Adan, and the Minister of Defence, Abdihakeem Mohamud Hajji Fiqi. 
All other members of the cabinet were reduced to be mere token in the clan-based power-
sharing 

 Consequently, the government in Mogadishu is fast losing the loyalty of the 
mainstream and manifests all the hallmarks of not only failure, but of rekindling fires of the 
civil war.  The Somali security situation is fast falling back on the situation that prevailed in 
1990s when clan animosity had reached at its peak. The Somali society is polarized like 
never before. 

 Enough ‘DAM’ or DAMages have been already been done to the credibility of the 
much touted Somali government which has wrongly won recognition as a viable 
representative national government from the world powers and was blessed with lifting of 
the arms embargo imposed on Somalia by the UN in 1992.  



The incapable Prime Minister, the marginalized cabinet and omnipotent President 
concentrating all executive powers to his presidential office precipitated a total failure and 
perpetuates the historical stalemate.  

In a nutshell, the current government in Mogadishu doesn’t seem to have the 
capacity and the foresight to serve the rebuilding of the ailing nation which is trying to stand 
up from the ashes and the rubble of its self-inflicted destruction. The sad reality is that 
Somalia will lose another opportunity to the four damn Dam years of this Group’s tenure 
and would be lucky if it is spared from renewed bloodshed. 
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